
Affective Domain Activity #3:  When to Let Learners 
Struggle 

  
 

Please read the following article “If You’re Not Failing, You’re Not Learning” by Manu Kapur and respond 
to following questions using complete sentences.  Please be sure to address each question thoroughly 
and honestly. 

Article: 
https://www.edutopia.org/article/if-youre-not-failing-youre-not-learning/ 
 
Answer the following questions: 
 

1) What were the results of the study mentioned in this article? 
2) Define “productive failure”.  Why is it important in a good learning environment? 
3) Explain why Kapur says “we do not want students to flounder”. 
4) Briefly state (in one sentence) the conclusion of this article. 
5) Describe an example in your own life that supports this article’s conclusion. 
6) Do you agree or disagree with the article’s conclusion?  Why? 

 
Closure:  You will be responding to each other either as a class discussion. 
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